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The Governor has lifted the COVID restrictions if you are fully vaccinated. If you 

are not vaccinated, please continue to wear a mask and practice social distanc-

ing.  Mask mandates and occupancy restrictions are in effect in State buildings . 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

 

Spooks Galore! 

Our October Membership Meeting features Ed Bird of C.R.Y.P.T, a  

paranormal investigation team based in Southeastern Connecticut.  

Register to attend on www.harkness.org 



 

 
Gift Shop Closes for the Season 

Our Gift shop closed for the 

season after Labor Day 

weekend. Although there 

were a few “bad” weekends 

weatherwise, our volunteers 

still realized $ 3199.92              

in sales. Most popular were 

ice cream, soda/water and 

locally handmade jewelry. If 

we can have our Holiday 

Party this year, there will be 

raffle gift baskets with Hark-

ness products and our love-

ly wooden magnets for sale. 

If not, there are items for 

sale on our web site—they 

make great gifts! 

Gentle Giant Comes Down 

Dead Copper Beech removed 

September 29 



News from the Board 
 

• Change in Park Management - Park Manager, Vin Messino, has retired on 

September 1. Bill Mattioli, current Park Manager at Hammonnassett Beach 

State Park, is slated to be Vin’s replacement. Until a replacement for Bill is 

found at Hammonnassett Beach, Bill will be doing double duty and may not 

be at Harkness full time until December. The Board voted to honor Vin Mes-

sino’s 42 years of State service with a tree for the park. 

• Our Five-year strategic plan is currently being reviewed by the Board as we 

have completed several projects. Existing and potential future projects 

were reviewed by Tom Tyler, State Parks Director and his team on August 

18. Many projects were looked on favorably and he thanked The Friends for 

their commitment to enhancing the park. Our local State Representative, 

Kathleen McCarty, was also in attendance at the meeting. 

• Friends President, Jeanne Shelburne, was invited to attend a planning 

meeting for Seaside State Park. Several options were discussed and more 

meetings will follow as plans become more definite. A passive recreation 

area was favored by those at the table. Another planning meeting has not 

been scheduled at this time. 

• The Board approved four additional information signs for the park—

selected locations were the water tower/cutting garden, the yellow farm 

house, the orchard/barnyard area and the Rumrill red brick barn. 

• The new park entrance is in the process of redesign-the original schematic 

was thought to be somewhat imposing by the Hartford state parks staff, so 

we’re back to the drawing board. This time incorporating more of the look 

of the original estate entrance. 

• We are not certain of the format for the Annual Meeting ( November 1) at 

this time—if we are allowed an “in person” event, reservations will be re-

quired. 


